Appendix 5.5: Outline Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan (OBEP)

(Documen t ID: MMH-LUC-A004-ENV-0002-020)






Muir Mhor Offshore Wind Farm Limited

Muir Mhor Offshore Wind Farm:
Onshore Transmission Works

Technical Appendix 5.5: Outline
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan

Final report
LUC
November 2024




Muir Mhor Offshore Wind Farm Limited

Muir Mhor Offshore Wind Farm: Onshore
Transmission Works

Technical Appendix 5.5: Outline Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan

Project Number

12109A
Version Status Prepared Checked Approved Date

1. Final S. Jackson- E. McMurchy S. Jackson- 11.11.2024

Matthews Matthews
Bristol Land Use Consultants Ltd Landscape Design bsis =
Cardiff Registered in England Strategic Planning & Assessment Nt IEMA
Edinburgh Registered number 2549296 Development Planning il i e land
Glasgow Registered office: Urban Design & Masterplanning 506050 : Ir(lxsrtlihﬁfgpe
London 250 Waterloo Road Environmental Impact Assessment bsi Registered
Manchester London SE1 8RD Landscape Planning & Assessment e Practice
Sheffield Landscape Management e
100% recycled paper Ecology e

landuse.co.uk Historic Environment EMS566057

GIS & Visualisation bsi<=mm
Transport & Movement Planning S Sy
Arboriculture iy

OHS627041



Contents

Chapter 1
Introduction

Supporting Documents
Terminology and Survey Areas

Chapter 2
Policy Context and Approach

Policy Context
Approach

Chapter 3
Enhancement Opportunities

Substation Zone Baseline
Enhancement Opportunities

Chapter 4
Requirements of Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan

Detailed Design

Management, Maintenance and Governance

Biodiversity Metrics

Technical Appendix 5.5: Outline Biodiversity Enhancement Plan

November 2024

LUC Ii



Chapter 1
Introduction

1.1 This appendix sets out the objectives of the proposed
biodiversity enhancement measures which have been
designed as part of the proposed Muir Mhor Offshore Wind
Farm onshore works (hereafter referred to as the ‘Proposed
Development’).

1.2 The appendix accompanies an Ecological Impact
Assessment (‘EclA’) of the Proposed Development, which is
provided in Chapter 5: Terrestrial Ecology of the
Environmental Impact Assessment Report ('EIA Report').
Supporting Documents

1.3 This appendix supports the EclA in addition to the
following appendices:

®  Appendix 5.1: Desk Study and Legal Context

B Appendix 5.2: Habitats and Vegetation Survey
Report

®  Appendix 5.3: Protected Species Survey Report

B Appendix 5.4: Badger Survey Report
(CONFIDENTIAL)

1.4 This appendix is supported by the following figures of the
EIA report:

®  Figure 5.1: Ecology Survey Area

B  Figure 5.2: Desk Study Search Areas and Designated
Sites

B Figures 5.3a-e: Phase 1 Habitat Survey Results

B Figure 5.4: National Vegetation Classification (NVC)
Survey Results

B Figure 5.5: Areas of Guidance-Stated Potential
Groundwater Dependency

®  Figure 8.8: Landscape Mitigation Plan

Terminology and Survey Areas

1.5 The following terminology will be used throughout this
appendix:

m  Site
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The area defined by the red line application
boundary within which all infrastructure associated
with the onshore works will be located, as shown in
Figure 5.1.

Proposed Development

Comprises the onshore components of the Muir
Mhor Offshore Wind Farm that are landward of the
Mean Low Water Springs (MLWS) mark.

Development Zones

‘Landfall Zone’: The area above MLWS where the
offshore export cables will be brought onshore.

‘Cable Corridor Zone A’: The area within which
electrical cables (up to 275 kV) are proposed to be
located, from the Landfall Zone to the Substation
Zone.

‘Cable Corridor Zone B’: The area within which
electrical cables (up to 400 kV) are proposed to be
located, from the Substation Zone to their
anticipated grid connection point at the SSEN
Netherton Hub substation.

‘Substation Zone’: The area within which the
Proposed Development substation is proposed to be
located.

Study Area

All land within which the desk study was undertaken
(2 km, 5 km and 10 km of the Proposed
Development as shown in Figure 5.2).
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Chapter 2

21

Adopted in early 2023, National Planning Framework 4

(NPF4), recognises the global biodiversity crises and sets out
to restore nature through the development process. Policy 3
introduces a new requirement for all developments to
enhancement biodiversity. Relevant aspects of the policy
include:

Policy 3: Biodiversity

a)

b)

Development proposals will contribute to the
enhancement of biodiversity, including where
relevant, restoring degraded habitats and building
and strengthening nature networks and the
connections between them. Proposals should also
integrate nature-based solutions, where possible.

Development proposals for national or major
development, or for development that requires an
Environmental Impact Assessment will only be
supported where it can be demonstrated that the
proposal will conserve, restore and enhance
biodiversity, including nature networks so they are in
a demonstrably better state than without
intervention. This will include future management.
To inform this, best practice assessment methods
should be used. Proposals within these categories
will demonstrate how they have met all of the
following criteria:

iv. significant biodiversity enhancements are provided, in
addition to any proposed mitigation. This should include
nature networks, linking to and strengthening habitat
connectivity within and beyond the development,
secured within a reasonable timescale and with
reasonable certainty. Management arrangements for
their long-term retention and monitoring should be
included, wherever appropriate;

v. local community benefits of the biodiversity and/or
nature networks have been considered.
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2.2 At the time of writing, the Scottish Government has yet
to provide explanatory guidance on its interpretation of
‘significant biodiversity enhancements’.

2.3 In September 2023, the Scottish Government confirmed
its commitment to biodiversity enhancement, indicating the
development and future use of a Biodiversity Metric, as a
means quantifying biodiversity enhancement at any given site.

Local Policy

2.4 In September 2023, Aberdeenshire Council published its
own approach to securing positive effects for biodiversity in
new development?. In its guidance, Aberdeenshire Council
advocates for the use of a biodiversity metric as a means of
quantifying the biodiversity net gain achieved through the
development process.

2.5 Aberdeenshire Council proposes that applicants adopt
the DEFRA metric®; a mandatory tool designed for use in
England. However, the Council acknowledges that the tool is
England-specific and that differences between the Scottish
and English landscapes are not recognised in the DEFRA
metric, leading to the potential for inaccurate calculations. In
response, Aberdeenshire Council accepts that the use of the
DEFRA tool may not always be appropriate and that
alternative approaches are acceptable, subject to sufficient
justification.

Approach

A Qualitative Approach

2.6 Inthe absence of national guidance, and given the
potential unreliability of the DEFRA metric in the Scottish
context, this Outline Biodiversity Enhancement Plan seeks to
adopt a non-qualitative approach to identifying appropriate
interventions.

2.7 Given the application is for planning permission in
principle, any calculations via a metric approach would be
difficult to quantify, potentially unrealistic and would have to be
rerun once the design is finalised, which therefore supports a
qualitative approach.
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Guiding Principles

2.8 In adopting a qualitative, rather than quantitative
approach to biodiversity enhancement, the following principles
have informed the identification of appropriate interventions.

B Baseline — enhancement must be proportionate to the
conservation interest of baseline habitats within the
Study Area. For the Proposed Development, the Site is
dominated by low value, highly managed agricultural
pasture and crop production.

B Impact — enhancement must be cognisant of the scale
of impact experienced by existing habitats and species.
No significant impacts on ecological features are
predicted as a result of the Proposed Development.

B Deliverability — enhancement measures must recognise
and respond to other land use pressures, such as future
land use within the Study Area and the Developer’s
longer term ability to manage and maintain interventions.

B For the Proposed Development, the Developer is
required to return Cable Corridor Zone A and Cable
Corridor Zone B to agricultural purposes upon
completion of construction. As such, biodiversity
enhancement opportunities are restricted to the
Substation Zone.

B Relevance — in order that enhancement is ‘significant’,
efforts must be made to deliver locally-relevant
interventions, focussing on local nature conservation
priorities. For the Proposed Development, this means
enhancing or creating habitat recognised as being a
local priority in the North East Scotland Local
Biodiversity Action Plan (LBAP)%.

" McVittie, A., Cole, L., McCarthy, J., Fisher, H., and Rudman, H.
(2023). Research Into Approaches to Measuring Biodiversity in
Scotland, Final Report to Scottish Government. Available at:
https://www.gov.scot/publications/research-approaches-measuring-
biodiversity-scotland/pages/2/ [Accessed November 2024].

2 Aberdeenshire Council (2023). Securing Positive

Effects for Biodiversity in New Development. Planning Advice
PA2023-10. Available at:
https://aberdeenshirestorage.blob.core.windows.net/acblobstorage/13f

-securing-positive-effects-for-biodiversity.pdf [Accessed November
2024].

® DEFRA (2024). Statutory Biodiversity Metric Tools and Guides,
Available at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/statutory-
biodiversity-metric-tools-and-guides [Accessed November 2024].

4 North East Scotland Biodiversity Partnership (2023). Important
Habitats for Biodiversity — our Local Biodiversity Action Plan. Available
at: https://www.nesbiodiversity.org.uk/biodiversity-information-for-
developers/important-habitats-for-biodiversity-in-the-north-east-of-

f6431-659a-4719-979b-423b6b1d08fd/pa2023-10----planning-advice--

scotland/ [Accessed November 2024].
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Substation Zone Baseline

3.1 Having identified that biodiversity enhancement
measures must be introduced within the Substation Zone, it is
important to understand the baseline conditions of this area.

3.2 Appendix 5.2, and accompanying Figure 5.3c
demonstrate that the Substation Zone comprises a large
improved grassland field of very limited ecological value.
Appendices 5.3 and 5.4, along with accompanying Figures
5.6 and 5.7 similarly demonstrate that no evidence of
protected species activity was recorded within the Substation
Zone at the time of survey.

3.3 Notwithstanding the Substation Zone’s limited intrinsic
ecological value, it is noted that an area of broadleaved
woodland lies to the immediate south. This woodland, by
virtue of its relationship with the Formartine and Buchan Way

Table 3.1 Enhancement Opportunities

Chapter 3
Enhancement Opportunities

to the south, and a network of hedgerows and woodlands to
the north, has the potential to act as a valuable stepping stone
in a connected network of ecologically-valuable habitat
features in the wider landscape.

3.4 Consequently, the Substation Zone is considered to be
of low ecological value which, subject to appropriate design,
has the potential to support significant biodiversity
enhancement.

Enhancement Opportunities

3.5 Based on the information presented in the preceding
chapters of this report, Table 3.1 sets out three enhancement
opportunities for the Substation Zone. A spatial interpretation
of these enhancements is provided in Figure 8.8, for
illustrative purposes.

Enhancement Opportunities Local Biodiversity Action Plan Relevance

Expand and create new woodland

The LBAP recognises that all woodland
types are a priority in the north-east, but

The creation of native, oak-dominated deciduous woodland and scrub along
the southern and northern borders of the Substation Zone will increase
woodland cover and, in time, resources for a wide range of protected faunal
species and species of local value.

Furthermore, the creation of woodland in these locations will act to buffer and
connect wider resources, supporting a green network through an otherwise
intensively agricultural landscape.

acknowledges that oakwoods are scarce in
the north-east, and that they have the
potential to support a wide range of locally
important fauna and flora.

Create species rich grasslands

Existing intensively grazed improved grassland within the Substation Zone
currently contributes little to biodiversity.

An opportunity exists to create two new types of grassland community. The
first will be shade-tolerant, allowing newly established woodland and scrub to
grade through to more open habitat types.

The second will be a species-rich neutral meadow mix, offering a diverse mix
of grasses and wildflowers, significantly increasingly resources for
invertebrate pollinator communities.

The LBAP notes that species rich neutral
grasslands are amongst the most diverse,
but threatened, habitats in the UK. Like
woodland, the LBAP notes the potential
value species rich grasslands can offer to
locally important fauna.

Create an open water feature

The requirement for the Proposed Development to incorporate a SuDS
creates an opportunity to design an ecologically-valuable open water feature.

The LBAP notes that lowland wetland
habitats are a priority for nature
conservation. It also notes that small open
water habitat is not particularly well
represented in the north-east, despite its
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Enhancement Opportunities Local Biodiversity Action Plan Relevance
The SuDS feature will be designed with biodiversity opportunities in mind®, value to locally important flora and faunal
including the creation of a transitional wet grassland. species.

 NatureScot (2024). Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS). Available at: https://www.nature.scot/professional-advice/placemaking-and-green-
infrastructure/green-infrastructure/sustainable-drainage-systems-suds [Accessed November 2024].
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Chapter 4
Requirements of Biodiversity
Enhancement Plan

Detailed Design

4.1 A detailed Biodiversity Enhancement Plan will be
developed at Approval of Matters Specified in Conditions
(AMSC) stage. At this point, full species lists will be developed
in consultation with relevant local stakeholders.

Management, Maintenance and
Governance

4.2 ltis also anticipated that, at AMSC stage, a detailed
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan will include commitments to
the long term monitoring of created habitats, ensuring
management and maintenance is scheduled, funded and
delivered.

4.3 Similarly, a governance structure will be built around the
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan, ensuring ownership and clear
demarcation of roles and responsibilities.

Biodiversity Metrics

4.4 If, by AMSC stage, the Scottish Government has
adopted a Biodiversity Metric approach to enhancement, the
Biodiversity Enhancement Plan will include supporting
calculations.
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