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Glossary 

Term Definition  

Array Area The area in which the generation infrastructure (including Wind Turbine 
Generators and associated foundations, and inter-array cables) and 
Offshore Electrical Platform(s), and an interconnector cable will be located. 

Developer Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Limited 

Environmental 
Impact Assessment  

A statutory process by which certain planned projects must be assessed 
before a formal decision to proceed can be made. It involves the collection 
and consideration of environmental information, which fulfils the assessment 
requirements of the EIA Directive and EIA Regulations, including the 
publication of an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIAR). 

EIA Directive European Union Directive 2011/92/EU of 13 December 2011 (as amended 
in 2014 by Directive 2014/52/EU).  

EIA Regulations Collectively the term used to refer to The Electricity Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017, The Marine Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007, and The Marine 
Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017. 

Floating Foundations The floating structures on which the Wind Turbine Generators are installed.  

Impact An impact to the receiving environment is defined as any change to its 

baseline condition, either adverse or beneficial.  

Inter-array cables Cables which link the Wind Turbines Generators to each other and the 
Offshore Electrical Platform(s). 

Interconnector cable Cable which links the Offshore Electrical Platforms to one another, allowing 
for power to be transferred between the platforms. 

Landfall The area between Mean High Water Springs (MHWS) and Mean Low Water 
Springs (MLWS) where the offshore export cables are brought onshore.  

Offshore export 
cables 

The subsea electricity cable circuits running from the Offshore Electrical 
Platform(s) to the landfall which will transmit the electricity generated by the 
offshore wind farm to the onshore export cables for transmission onwards to 
the onshore substation and the national electrical transmission system along 
with auxiliary cables such as fibre optic cables. 

Project Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm – comprises the wind farm and all associated 
offshore and onshore components. 

Proposed 
Development 

The offshore Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm project elements to which this 
Offshore EIA Report relates. 

Receptor A distinct part of the environment on which impacts could occur and can be 
the subject of specific assessments. Examples of receptors include species 
(or groups) of animals or plants etc.  

Wet storage Wet storage in floating offshore wind development involves assembling and 
storing turbine components, such as the floating platform and tower, in a 
submerged state on the water's surface before deployment. 

Wind Turbine 
Generator (WTG) 

The wind turbines that generate electricity consisting of tubular towers and 
blades attached to a nacelle housing mechanical and electrical equipment.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

Acronyms 

Term Definition  

CAA Civil Aviation Authority 

COS Chamber of Shipping 

DYP Developing Young People 

EIA Environmental Impact Assessment 

EIAR Environmental Impact Assessment Report 

EU European Union 

FLO Fisheries Liaison Officer 

HES Historic Environment Scotland 

HVAC High Voltage Alternating Current 

LSE Likely Significant Effects 

MAU Marine Analytical Unit 

MCA Maritime and Coastguard Agency 

MD-LOT Marine Directorate – Licensing Operations Team 

MD-SEDD Marine Directorate – Science, Evidence, Digital and Data 

MHWS Mean High Water Springs 

MLWS Mena Low Water Springs  

MOD Ministry of Defence  

MSS Marine Scotland Science 

NATS National Air Traffic Service 

NLB Northern Lighthouse Board 

OEP Offshore Electrical Platform 

OWF Offshore Wind Farm 

PAC Pre-Application Consultation 

PCE Public Consultation Event 

RIAA Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment 

RSPB Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 

SEM Stakeholder Engagement Manager 

SEPA Scottish Environmental Protection Agency 

SFF Scottish Fishermen Federation 

STEM Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

SWFPA Scottish White Fish Producers Association 

UHI University of the Highlands and Islands 

UNECE United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

WSP Wet Storage Plan 

WTG Wind Turbine Generator 
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5. CONSULTATION 

5.1. INTRODUCTION 

5.1.1. Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm Limited (hereafter referred to as ‘the Developer') is proposing 

to develop the Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm (hereafter ‘the Project’). The Project is made 

up of both offshore and onshore components. The subject of this offshore Environmental 

Impact Assessment Report (EIAR) is the offshore infrastructure of the Project seaward of 

Mean High-Water Springs (MHWS) which is hereafter referred to as ‘the Proposed 

Development’.  

5.1.2. The Muir Mhòr Array Area covers an area of approximately 200 km2 and is located 

approximately 63 km east of Peterhead on the east coast of Scotland. The offshore 

infrastructure of the Proposed Development includes Wind Turbine Generators (WTGs) and 

associated floating foundations, the Offshore Electrical Platform(s) (OEP(s)) and associated 

foundations, the inter-array cables, an interconnector cable, offshore export cable and landfall.  

A detailed description of the Proposed Development is provided in Volume 1, Chapter 3 

(Project Description). 

5.1.3. This Chapter of the EIAR describes the stakeholder engagement and consultation process 

undertaken during the pre-application stage of the Proposed Development. Alongside Volume 

4, Appendix 1 (Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report), it provides a summary of the 

stakeholder engagement that has taken place to inform and guide the development of the 

EIAR. The process has been aligned with the requirements of the Marine Directorate – 

Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) and other applicable legislation, policy and guidance 

(see Section 5.3). 

5.1.4. Stakeholder engagement is comprised of two main elements: communication and 

consultation. The former is the provision of information to enable stakeholders to understand 

the progress of the Proposed Development, while the latter provides the opportunity for 

stakeholders to provide information and express views which influence the Proposed 

Development. This leads to four basic objectives for the engagement strategy:  

• Identify - identification of those stakeholders with an interest in the Proposed 

Development;  

• Communicate - provide appropriate information on the proposed development to 

stakeholders including any potential positive (beneficial) or negative (adverse) impacts 

that the Proposed Development may have;  

• Consult - seek and record views and potential concerns of stakeholders; and  

• Communicate again - provide information to stakeholders detailing the results of 

consultation, provide feedback to any concerns raised and outline how the consultation 

has shaped the proposals.   

5.1.5. Stakeholder engagement for the Proposed Development has involved multiple consultation 

phases, with both statutory and non-statutory bodies and the wider public. This approach has 

informed a robust EIAR, incorporating feedback into key decisions on the Proposed 

Development’s design, reflecting the views and sensitivities of those consultees affected. 

5.1.6. Stakeholder engagement will be maintained during the post-application phase as the 

Proposed Development moves forward. 
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5.2. PURPOSE OF THE CHAPTER 

5.2.1. This purpose of this Chapter is to summarise the following: 

• The Developer’s approach to pre-application phase stakeholder engagement; 

• The statutory and non-statutory stakeholder consultation that has taken place to inform 

the EIA; and 

• Highlight the feedback received and how it was incorporated from this process. 

5.2.2. Further detail on the multiple PAC events held to consult on the Proposed Development, and 

the outcomes is provided in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-Application Consultation Report).   

5.3. LEGISLATION AND POLICY CONTEXT 

5.3.1. A detailed description of the legislation and policy context applicable to the Proposed 

Development is presented in Volume 1, Chapter 2 (Legislation and Policy Context). 

Legislation, policy and guidance relevant to stakeholder engagement for the Proposed 

Development includes the following: 

• The Aarhus Convention – see ‘The United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 

(UNECE) documentation and ‘The Aarhus Convention: An Implementation Guide (2011 

and 2014 versions); 

• The EIA Regulations, consisting of 

– Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 

2017; 

– Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017; 

– Marine Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007; 

• The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 

(“PAC Regs”); and 

• Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 – Sections 22 to 24 require PAC to be undertaken for 

developments in Scottish Territorial Waters that require a marine licence under that Act. 

5.3.2. The Aarhus Convention represents best practice in respect of how to consult with members 

of the public on major projects. Key aspects of the Aarhus Convention and how they have 

been considered in the EIAR is provided in Table 5-1. 

Table 5-1 Summary of the Aarhus Convention Relevant to Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation  

Aarhus Convention Aspect How and Where Considered in the Offshore 
EIA Report 

General 

The Aarhus Convention sets down basic rules to 
promote the participation of the public in 
environmental matters and to improve the 
enforcement of environmental law. It entered into 
force in October 2001. The parties to the 
Convention are required to make provisions to 
allow public authorities and individuals rights as 
part of the principles of participative democracy.  

(Aarhus Centres: Aarhus.osce.org/about/Aarhus-
convention). 

The Aarhus Convention principles and rules 
have been followed throughout the EIAR 
development process, applied to all 
consultation activities where relevant. 
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Aarhus Convention Aspect How and Where Considered in the Offshore 
EIA Report 

Access to Information 

The right of members of the public to receive 
environmental information that is held by public 
bodies and these bodies are obliged to maintain 
and make available this information. The Access 
to Information pillar has been implemented in EU 
Directive 2003/4/EC on Public Access to 
Environmental Information. 

Electronic copies of the Offshore Scoping 
Report (Volume 3, Appendix 5.1) and Offshore 
EIAR for the Proposed Development are 
accessible at https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-
library/. 

Hard copies of the EIAR will be made available 
and locations advertised in national and local 
newspapers. 

Public Participation in Environmental Decision Making 

Article 6 of the Aarhus Convention establishes the 
right to participate in environmental decision-
making involving the activities listed in Annex I to 
the Convention and activities that are not listed in 
the Annex but may have an LSE on the 
environment. Public authorities are required to 
make arrangements to enable the public and non-
governmental organisations to comment on plans 
or programmes relating to the environment. 

Electronic copies of the Offshore Scoping 
Report (Volume 3, Appendix 5.1) and Offshore 
EIAR for the Proposed Development are 
accessible at https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-
library/. 

 

Hard copies of the EIAR will be made available 
and locations advertised in national and local 
newspapers. 

 

The Developer has provided accessible and up-
to-date information on the Proposed 
Development, and opportunities for the public 
to attend consultation events and provide 
feedback, which the Developer has considered. 

 

This has been addressed in the EIAR as 
detailed in this Chapter and Volume 4, 
Appendix 1 (Pre-Application Consultation 
Report). 

Additionally, there is a right for comments to be 
considered in decision making, and information 
on the final decision and reasons for it made 
available. In the European Union (EU), this part of 
the Aarhus Convention has been implemented by 
Directive 2003/35/EC on public participation, 
known as ‘the Public Participation Directive’, this 
is now incorporated inter alia into the EIA Directive 
2011/92/EU. 

The decision-making process for the EIAR has 
considered consultation responses from the 
pre-application phase as detailed within this 
Chapter and Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-
Application Consultation Report). 

Access to Justice in Environmental Matters 

The right to review procedures to challenge public 
decisions that have been made without respecting 
the two aforementioned rights or environmental 
law in general (European Commission, 2024). 

Applied through the availability of relevant 
Scottish statutory challenge and Judicial 
Review processes. 

Article 6, paragraph 5 of the Aarhus Convention 
states that “Each Party should, where 
appropriate, encourage prospective applicants to 
identify the public concerned, to enter into 
discussions, and to provide information regarding 
the objectives of their application before applying 
for a permit’ 

The Developer has provided accessible and up-
to date information on the Proposed 
Development, and opportunities for the public 
to attend consultation events and provide 
feedback, which the Developer has considered. 

https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
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THE EIA REGULATIONS 

5.3.3. Table 5-2 shows the relevant provisions of the EIA Regulations that the Developer is required 

to follow in relation to the consultation process. 

Table 5-2 Summary of EIA Regulations Relevant to Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation  

Summary of EIA Regulations How and Where Considered in the 
Offshore EIA Report 

An EIA process should include “the carrying out of 
consultation, publication and notification”. This is 
mandated  by the following: 

• Regulation 4(b) of Electricity Works (Environmental 
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017; 

• Regulation 5(b) of Marine Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment (Scotland) Regulations (2017); 
and 

• Regulation 2 of Marine Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007.  

Considered throughout the EIAR for the 
Proposed Development as detailed 
within this Chapter and Volume 4, 
Appendix 1 (Pre-Application 
Consultation Report). 

 Scottish Ministers, as soon as reasonably possible, to 
provide a copy of the EIAR, any additional information 
supplied by the Applicant for consultation. This is 
mandated by the following: 

• Regulation 16(1) of Electricity Works 
(Environmental Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017;  

• Regulation 17(1) of Marine Works (Environmental 
Assessment) Regulations 2017; and 

• Regulation 17(1) of Marine Works (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) Regulations 2007.  

Electronic copies of the Offshore 
Scoping Report (Volume 3, Appendix 
5.1) and Offshore EIAR for the 
Proposed Development are accessible 
at https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-
library/. 

 

Hard copies of the EIAR will be made 
available and locations advertised in 
national and local newspapers. 

Where an EIAR is submitted in relation to an application, 
the developer must ensure that a reasonable number of 
copies are available for inspection at any place named in 
the notice published as a place at which copies of the 
EIAR may be inspected. This is mandated by the 
following:  

• Regulations 18(1) and (2) of Electricity Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017; 

• Regulations 20(1) and (2) of Marine Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017; and 

• Regulations 12(3) and 16(2) of Marine Works 
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 
2007.  

Electronic copies of the Offshore 
Scoping Report (Volume 3, Appendix 
5.1) and Offshore EIAR for the 
Proposed Development are accessible 
at https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-
library/. 

 

Hard copies of the EIAR will be made 
available and locations advertised in 
national and local newspapers. 

  

https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library/
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THE PAC REGULATIONS 

The Marine Licensing (Pre-application Consultation) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (PAC Regulations) 

have been considered when planning and undertaking the formal offshore PAC Events (Table 5-3). 

Table 5-3 PAC Regulations as considered during the Pre-Application consultation process 

PAC Regulations How and Where Considered in the 
EIAR 

Regulation 5(1): “The prospective applicant for a marine 
licence who considers that the activity in respect of which a 
licence may, or is it to, be sought which may, or is to, be of 
a class or description prescribed in regulation 4 may notify 
the Scottish Ministers requiring a pre-application 
consultation statement from them.” 

 

Regulation 6(2): The prospective applicant for a marine 
licence must give notification that an application for a marine 
licence is to be submitted to:  

• The Commissioners of Northern Lighthouses (Northern 
Lighthouse Board (NLB)); 

• The Maritime and Coastguard Agency (MCA); 

• The Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA); 

• NatureScot; and 

• Any delegate for a marine region where the application 
for a marine licence is for an activity which is to be carried 
out wholly or partly in that region.”  

(HM Government, 2013) 

The NLB, MCA, SEPA, NatureScot 
and other marine delegates have 
been consulted with and notified of 
the offshore PAC events as required 
during the pre-Application phase.  

Further details of this can be found 
in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-
Application Consultation Report).  

Regulation 7(1): “The prospective applicant for a marine 
licence must: 

• Hold at least one pre-application consultation event at 
which those persons mentioned in regulation 6(2), and 
members of the public, may provide comments to the 
prospective applicant as regards the licensable marine 
activity to which the application for a marine licence is to 
relate.” 

(HM Government, 2013) 

The Developer has held one 
informal Public Consultation Event 
(PCE) and two formal PAC events 
during the pre-application phase. 

Regulation 7(1): “The prospective applicant for a marine 
licence must:  

• Publish in a local newspaper a notice containing: 

o A description, including the location of the licensable 
marine activity for which the marine licence is to be 
sought; 

o Details as to where further information may be 
obtained concerning the proposed licensable 
marine activity; 

o The date and place of the pre-application 
consultation event; 

o A statement explaining how persons wishing to 
provide comments to the prospective applicant 
relating to the proposed licensable marine activity 
may do so, and the date by which this must be done; 
and 

o A statement that comments made to the prospective 
applicant are not representations to the Scottish 
Ministers and that if the prospective applicant makes 

Prior to six weeks before the two 
formal offshore PAC events, the 
Developer has published adverts in 
two relevant local newspapers 
containing the details as required in 
Regulation 7(1): The Buchan 
Observer, and Press and Journal. 

 

Further details of this can be found 
in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-
Application Consultation Report). 
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PAC Regulations How and Where Considered in the 
EIAR 

an application for a marine licence that there will be 
an opportunity for representations to be made to the 
Scottish Ministers on the application.” 

(HM Government, 2013) 

5.4. GOOD PRACTICE IN CONSULTATION 

5.4.1. Throughout the planning, scoping and development phases of the Proposed Development, 

the Developer has carried out engagement with statutory and non-statutory bodies, and with 

members of the public, in compliance with the requirements set out in Section 5.3, following 

the principles and good practice outlined in the following: 

• The Aarhus Convention (Aarhus Centres, 2024); 

• The EIA Regulations; 

• Marine Consenting and Licencing Guidance (Scottish Government, 2018); and 

• The Gunning Principles. 

5.4.2. MD-LOT recommends that “developers recognise the importance of continuing engagement 

between developers, MD-LOT and its advisors, and other stakeholders (including local 

interest groups and the public) to ensure that appropriate consideration is given to all 

stakeholder concerns and that opinions are integrated into the project decision making 

process. Details of all the consultation undertaken as part of the EIA, leading up to application, 

should also be documented (including how any concerns/issues have been addressed) 

(Scottish Government, 2018)”. 

5.4.3. The approach to consultation for the Proposed Development has followed the Gunning 

Principles of “fair and worthwhile” consultation as accepted by Mr. Justice Hodgson in R 

(Gunning) vs. Brent London Borough Council [1985] 4 WLUK 200. The Gunning Principles 

provide that consultation is legitimate only when the following four principles are met: 

• Proposals must still be at a formative stage: The decision-makers must not have 

made a final decision before the consultation. The process is only meaningful if the 

input can influence the outcome; 

• Sufficient information must be provided to allow for informed responses: Those 

being consulted need to have access to enough information about the proposals to 

make intelligent and informed comments; 

• There must be adequate time for consideration and response: Those being 

consulted should be given enough time to assess the proposals, consider their position, 

and formulate a response; and 

• Consultation responses must be conscientiously considered: The feedback 

gathered during the consultation must be considered in the decision-making process. 

This ensures that consultations are not mere formalities but part of genuine 

engagement. 

5.4.4. The Developer’s strategy in relation to stakeholder engagement has been founded on the 

premise of consulting on proposals at key stages of the development process. The Developer 

has ensured the public and statutory and non-statutory bodies are kept up to date (to facilitate 

meaningful, informed feedback) and given a chance to influence the development of the 

Proposed Development, raising their views on the proposals before the application stage. This 



 

 

Page | 7 

 

approach has allowed the Developer team to consider several locally important issues and 

concerns.  

5.4.5. The Developer has provided communications in an accessible, transparent and meaningful 

way to ensure as wide a range of stakeholders as possible have had the opportunity to 

feedback on the Proposed Development. 

5.4.6. Table 5-4 sets out the guiding principles in relation to stakeholder engagement and 

consultation that have been adopted by the Developer. These principles comply with the 

Gunning Principles set out paragraph 5.4.3. 

Table 5-4 Guiding Principles for Stakeholder Engagement and Consultation adopted by the Developer 

Guiding Principle Justification 

Accessible Information should be easy to access and communicated in a way that is 
appropriate to the stakeholder group. It should try to avoid industry jargon 
where possible. The consultation process should be inclusive and easy to 
participate in, for all stakeholders. 

Meaningful A two-way consultation process will be adopted to allow stakeholders a real 
opportunity to influence development of the Proposed Development. The 
Developer will review and consider all feedback received through the 
stakeholder engagement and consultation process. Feedback will be 
considered and used to inform key decisions. 

Transparent The stakeholder engagement and consultation process will be transparent, 
so that stakeholders can understand how their feedback was considered. 

Proportionate Communication should be proportionate to the development being proposed 
and the potential for Likely Significant Effects on receptors. 

Accountable This ensures that feedback has been considered, responded to and 
recorded. Careful record keeping of submissions and the review process are 
features of this principle. 

5.5. EIA STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

5.5.1. The Developer has undertaken a comprehensive multi-phase statutory and non-statutory 

stakeholder consultation process, with the aim to develop a robust and well informed EIAR.  

PRE-SCOPING 

5.5.2. A pre-Scoping workshop was held in February 2023, with the following key aims: 

• Provide stakeholders with information on the Developer’s intentions for the Proposed 

Development; 

• Notify stakeholders of the Developer’s intention to submit an Offshore Scoping Report 

to MD-LOT and request a Scoping Opinion; 

• Present stakeholders with the Proposed Development’s offshore survey strategy and 

document stakeholder feedback to inform the final site-specific survey plans; 

• Present stakeholders with the approach to scoping and take stakeholder feedback into 

account in the preparation and finalisation of the Offshore Scoping Report;  

• Discuss available data sets to inform the baseline environment and the approach to 

assessment that would be presented in the Offshore Scoping Report; and 

• Respond to any questions that stakeholders have regarding the Scoping exercise, the 

Proposed Development, or its associated offshore activities. 
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5.5.3. Attendees included the Developer’s EIA management team, representatives from MD-LOT, 

Marine Directorate - Science, Evidence, Digital and Data (MD-SEDD) (previously Marine 

Scotland Science (MSS)) and NatureScot. 

5.5.4. Other pre-Scoping workshops included: 

• Historic Environment Scotland (HES) (28th March 2023); 

• Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) (19th April 2023); 

• National Air Traffic Services (NATS) (20th April 2023); 

• Scottish Fishermen Federation (SFF) and Scottish White Fish Producer Association 

(SWFPA) (4th May 2023); 

• Chamber of Shipping (COS) (19th May 2023); and 

• Royal Society of the Protection of Birds (RSPB) (7th June 2023). 

5.5.5. The Developer also contacted the MOD (Ministry of Defence) to discuss the Proposed 

Development as part of scoping, however the MOD stated they did not want to engage at that 

stage.  

5.5.6. Quarterly meetings with MD-LOT and NatureScot have taken place throughout pre-scoping, 

scoping and the full development phase of the EIAR.  

SCOPING/EIAR 

5.5.7. Ongoing statutory and non-statutory consultation and incorporation of feedback is an integral 

part of developing a robust EIAR. The Offshore Scoping Report (Volume 3, Appendix 5.1 

(Offshore Scoping Report)) for the Proposed Development was submitted to Marine 

Directorate - Licensing Operations Team (MD-LOT) in June 2023. A detailed response to the 

Scoping Report’s content and questions was provided from MD-LOT, and multiple additional 

consultees in the September 2023 Scoping Opinion (Volume 3, Appendix 5.2 (Offshore 

Scoping Opinion)).  

5.5.8. Written response letters were sent by the Developer in March 2024 to each consultee who 

responded to the Scoping Report, commenting on each specific point they raised and/or 

request for action. Engagement continued between the Developer and consultees as the 

EIAR progressed. Examples are provided, but not limited to, the list below: 

• Shipping and Navigation – The Navigational Hazard Workshop was held in-person in 

Edinburgh on 22 April 2024 and provided local and national marine stakeholders the 

opportunity to identify and discuss potential Shipping and Navigation hazards to inform 

the EIA. Further details on consultation and feedback from the workshop is presented in 

Volume 3, Appendix 14.1 (Navigational Risk Assessment); 

• Commercial Fisheries – A workshop was held on 31st May 2024 with the SFF and the 

SWFPA to discuss surveys, baseline information, impact assessment and mitigation. The 

feedback received during this workshop, along with additional discussions that took place 

is reflected in development of Volume 2, Chapter 13 (Commercial Fisheries); 

• Aviation – Engagement has taken place with the MOD, NATS, the CAA and Aberdeen 

International Airport, with feedback informing understanding of potential Likely Significant 

Effects (LSE), and development of mitigation; 

• Socio-economics – The Developer requested and received guidance from the Marine 

Analytical Unit (MAU) on the approach to socio-economic assessment for the EIAR. The 

approach has been informed by the MAU’s comments received in the Scoping Opinion, 

and other recent guidance and discussion with the MAU. 
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• Ornithology – The Developer maintained regular discussion on the technical approach to 

ornithological assessment via the quarterly MD-LOT meetings, and via direct regular 

consultation with NatureScot. Volume 2, Chapter 11 (Offshore and Intertidal Ornithology) 

incorporates all guidance and tools available as of September 2024, as agreed with MD-

LOT in September 2024. Discussions also took place with the Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) to further inform development of mitigation and potential 

compensatory measures if required. 

5.5.9. Additional technical discussion and clarification on specific topics took place between the 

Developer and MD-LOT. This included: 

• Discussion and agreement of the use of eDNA survey data collected by the Developer 

to inform the EIAR;  

• Engagement with MD-LOT regarding Electromagnetic Field (EMF) and indirect prey 

impacts for marine mammals; and 

• Engagement with MD-LOT and MD-SEDD on preferred approaches to physical 

modelling of floating platforms. 

5.5.10. The consultation and feedback gathered from the pre-Scoping workshop, the Scoping Opinion 

(Volume 3, Appendix 5.2 (Offshore Scoping Opinion)) and subsequent consultation 

workshops and discussions are further detailed within the relevant EIAR Chapters (Volume 2, 

Chapters 7 to 21). 

5.5.11. As part of the ScotWind developer’s forum, the Developer has also engaged with other 

ScotWind Developers to inform the EIAR and support wider strategic objectives. The aims 

including collaboration and alignment on key issues of regional and strategic importance, to 

achieve efficiencies where possible by sharing information and to ensure any potential 

cumulative LSE between projects are fully understood. 

5.6. ADDITIONAL STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT 

PRE-APPLICATION PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

5.6.1. During development of the EIAR, one informal PCE, and two formal offshore PAC events in 

compliance with the requirements of the Marine (Scotland) Act 2010 and Marine Licensing 

(Pre-Application Consultation) Scotland Regulations 2013 have been undertaken.  

5.6.2. The first informal PCE took place in November at Peterhead Football Club and Longside 

Parish Church, over two days. The first formal PAC event took place in March 2024, over two 

days, across two different venues at Peterhead Football Club and Longside Parish Church. 

The second formal PAC event took place in September 2024 and was held at Peterhead 

Football Club.   

5.6.3. The events allowed members of the public and key stakeholders to view the Proposed 

Development and provide feedback and comments on the proposals. The event used 

interactive visual information, such as 3D headsets to inform on key details of the Project.  

5.6.4. Questionnaires and physical and online feedback forms were made available to attendees 

promote feedback and discussion during and after the events. Further details on these events 

and the PAC process followed by the Developer is provided in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-

Application Consultation Report) 



 

 

Page | 10 

 

PROJECT AWARENESS/SHARING OF INFORMATION 

5.6.5. The Developer hosts a specific website as a platform for raising awareness of the Project and 

for sharing of information and contact details (https://muirmhor.co.uk/).  The website is actively 

maintained to provide updates on the Project, lead team members, community consultation 

events, virtual exhibition rooms, and supply chain information. 

5.6.6. Email addresses for general inquiries (info@muirmhor.co.uk), supply chain registration 

(supplychain@muirmhor.co.uk), and consents enquiries (consents@muirmhor.co.uk) are 

provided on the website. 

5.6.7. The website provides a library (https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library), which hosts a digital 

version of the Offshore Scoping Report for the Proposed Development, and will include the 

EIAR, the Report to Inform Appropriate Assessment (RIAA) (Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm 

Limited, 2024) and other relevant public materials in support of the application. 

5.6.8. An extensive opt in opt out mailing list also exists for the Project, to further raise awareness 

of key milestones, project updates and upcoming consultation events. 

5.6.9. In addition to the consultees engaged by MD-LOT to comment on the Offshore Scoping 

Report, a list of over 50 organisations were contacted by the Developer for comment on the 

Scoping Report. This included statutory and environmental bodies, community councils, local 

authorities, businesses and academic organisations. 

STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT MANAGER 

5.6.10. A dedicated Stakeholder Engagement Manager (SEM) has promoted and managed 

consultation with local and regional community stakeholders throughout the development of 

the EIAR. The SEM has worked with local councils, community groups, schools and 

businesses, talking with them in person, or through remote meetings and written 

correspondence. The SEM has made themselves freely available to members of the public to 

discuss, acknowledge feedback and respond to enquiries. Further details of this SEM 

consultation are provided in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-Application Consultation Report). 

FISHERIES LIAISON OFFICER 

5.6.11. The Developer appointed Brown and May Ltd to act as Fisheries Liaison Officer (FLO) for the 

Proposed Development. They have been integral to the offshore PAC process, attending the 

PAC events alongside the Developer, and supporting discussions with local fisheries groups 

to provide an accurate understanding of potential fisheries effects and required mitigation. 

Further details of this FLO consultation are provided in Volume 4, Appendix 1 (Pre-Application 

Consultation Report). 

SUPPLY CHAIN 

5.6.12. The Developer views a local supply chain as integral to the Project and have been carrying 

out Supply Chain Events (SCEs) to engage and collaborate with local suppliers. The Project 

have organised and/or attended the following SCE’s: 

• 25th September 2024 - Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm SCE (running alongside 

Offshore PAC event); 

• 11th September 2024 – Muir Mhòr Offshore Wind Farm SCE (running alongside 

Onshore PAC event); 

• July 2024 – NOF SCE at Scotland Supply Chain Conference; and 

https://muirmhor.co.uk/
mailto:info@muirmhor.co.uk
mailto:supplychain@muirmhor.co.uk
mailto:consents@muirmhor.co.uk
https://muirmhor.co.uk/document-library
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• May 2024 – Supply Chain and Logistics Conference.  

WET STORAGE 

5.6.13. The Proposed Development’s Scoping Opinion referred to inclusion of assessment of Wet 

Storage within the EIAR.  Following discussion with NatureScot on the 24th of October 2024, 

and MD-LOT on the 31st of October 2024, it was confirmed that as the Developer is not 

applying for the consent and/or licensing of wet storage facilities for the Proposed 

Development, the EIAR is not required to include Wet Storage assessment.  

5.6.14. A Wet Storage Plan (WSP) will be developed to provide details on requirements (if applicable) 

for assembled WTGs and cabling.  

SCHOOL PROGRAMS, COMMUNITY BENEFIT PROGRAMS AND 

CAREER DAYS 

SCHOOL PROGRAMMES, STEM EVENTS AND CAREER DAYS 

5.6.15. To raise awareness of the offshore wind sector in the future Scottish workforce, the SEM is 

liaising with the co-ordinator of the Developing Young Peoples (DYP) Project, covering the 

Aberdeenshire constituency. A total of six events have been carried out or are in planning: 

• June 5th, 2024: Project Workshop with 32 young women from Mintlaw Academy, the 

Girls in Energy group. onshore consenting process for an OWF activity;  

• September 24th, 2024: Careers Day at Fraserburgh Academy; 

• November 21st, 2024: Career Evening at Mintlaw Academy; 

• November 21st and d 2024: Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) Event at Mintlaw Academy; 

• Early April 2025: STEM Event at Fraserburgh Academy; and 

• Early May 2025: STEM Event at Peterhead Academy.  

5.6.16. The Developer is working on further activities with Peterhead and Ellon Academies, in 

partnership with the DYP. 

COMMUNITY BENEFIT PROGRAMME 

5.6.17. The creation of ‘The Muir Mhòr Community Benefit Programme’ aims to deliver community 

benefits. The corresponding fund is to be fully developed once local community consultation 

has concluded on the Programme.  

5.6.18. The Developer has a long history of collaborating with local communities, to build capacity 

and increase opportunities for local people. The Developer has transparency at the centre of 

their approach and is actively engaging with interested parties to help realise opportunities for 

the local area.  

5.6.19. Feedback and opinions on initiatives that are important to local communities, community 

councils and community groups are being received by the Developer through the following 

email address: feedback@muirmhor.co.uk. 

5.6.20. The Project is also a member of the Peterhead Developers Forum and is actively participating 

in a series of initiatives designed to engage and inform the public about the regional 

renewables/energy programme.  

mailto:feedback@muirmhor.co.uk
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5.6.21. The Project is also part of the ‘Our Future Leaders’ scholarship bursary fund. This will provide 

up to £200,000 over 20 years to support students from the Highlands and Islands to help them 

study in areas of Civil Engineering and Onshore/Offshore Renewable Engineering at the 

University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI). The aim is to provide a pathway for a career in 

the Highland’s renewable energy industry.  

LOCAL COMMUNITY COUNCILS AND LOCAL GROUPS 

5.6.22. The SEM has ensured there has been consistent engagement with local community councils 

in Aberdeenshire. The following community councils, local groups and associated 

representatives have been contacted regarding the notification of PCE and PAC events, as 

well as engagement at all stages of the Proposed Development to date:  

• Peterhead Community Council; 

• Strichen Community Council; 

• Mintlaw Community Council; 

• Cruden Bay Community Council; 

• Boddam Community Council; 

• Port Erroll Bay Trust; 

• Boddam Community Trust; 

• Aberdeen Science Centre; 

• Men United Group; 

• Buchan Development Partnership; 

• Peterhead Chamber of Commerce; 

• Buchan Community Planning Partnership; and 

• Aberdeenshire Council. 

CONFERENCES 

5.6.23. The Developer has also attended a variety of conferences in Scotland to raise awareness of 

the Project. Conferences enable a platform for stakeholders to gain understanding of the 

Project and engage with the Developer team. The following conferences were attended by 

the Developer:  

• October 2023 - Floating Offshore Wind Conference; 

• January 2024 - Scottish Renewables Offshore Wind Conference; 

• February 2024 – Grid and Networks Conference; 

• May 2024 – All Energy Exhibition and Conference; 

• May 2024 - Supply Chain and Logistics Conference; 

• June 2024 – NOF Scottish Supply Chain Conference; and 

• October 2024 – Floating Offshore Wind Conference.  

ACADEMIA 

5.6.24. The Developer worked with the University of the Highlands and Islands (UHI) to provide a 10-

week placement during the 2024 summer break. The placement involved informal mentoring 

and work experience opportunities for students. 
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5.7. FEEDBACK AND REPORTING 

5.7.1. Incorporation of stakeholder feedback is an integral part of developing a robust EIAR. The 

Developer has actively encouraged and sought feedback, involvement and specialist 

knowledge from all levels of stakeholder during the EIAR. Where applicable, this feedback 

has been incorporated into the associated EIAR Chapters and technical appendices, see 

Table 5-5. 

Table 5-5 Technical Topics Feedback and where Feedback is Considered in the Offshore EIAR 

Feedback Category Offshore EIAR Chapter Offshore Technical Appendix 

Changes in the Proposed 
Development boundary 

Volume 1, Chapter 4 (Site Selection 
and Consideration of Alternatives) 

- 

Changes in marine/physical 
processes 

Volume 2, Chapter 7 (Marine and 
Coastal Processes) 

Volume 3, Appendix 7.1 
(Marine and Coastal Processes 
Technical Report) 

Marine water quality, 
accidental release of 
pollutants, bathing water 
quality, water framework 
directive assessment 

Volume 2, Chapter 8 (Marine Water 
and Sediment Quality) 

Volume 3, Appendix 8.1 (Water 
Framework Directive Report) 

Benthic ecology and 
impacts on Marine 
Protected Areas 

Volume 2, Chapter 9 (Benthic, 
Subtidal and Intertidal Ecology) 

Volume 3, Appendix 9.2 
(Marine Protected Area 
Assessment Report) 

Fish and shellfish ecology Volume 2, Chapter 10 (Fish and 
Shellfish Ecology) 

Volume 3, Appendix 10.1 (Fish 
and Shellfish Technical Report) 

Subsea noise Volume 2, Chapter 10 (Fish and 
Shellfish Ecology) 

 

Volume 2, Chapter 12 (Marine 
Mammals) 

Volume 3, Appendix 3.1 
(Subsea Noise Technical 
Report) 

 

Volume 3, Appendix 10.1 (Fish 
and Shellfish Technical Report) 

 

Volume 3, Appendix 12.1 
(Marine Mammal Baseline 
Technical Report) 

Offshore and intertidal 
ornithology 

Volume 2, Chapter 11 (Offshore 
and Intertidal Ornithology) 

Volume 3, Appendix 11.1 to 
11.6 (Offshore and Intertidal 
Ornithology Technical 
Appendices)  

Marine mammals Volume 2, Chapter 12 (Marine 
Mammals) 

Volume 3, Appendix 12.1 
(Marine Mammal Baseline 
Technical Report) 

Commercial fisheries Volume 2, Chapter 13 (Commercial 
Fisheries) 

Volume 3, Appendix 13.1 
(Commercial Fisheries 
Technical Report) 

Shipping and navigation Volume 2, Chapter 14 (Shipping 
and Navigation) 

Volume 3, Appendix 14.1 
(Navigational Risk Assessment 
Technical Report) 

Marine archaeology Volume 2, Chapter 15 (Marine 
Archaeology and Cultural Heritage) 

Volume 3, Appendix 15.1 
(Marine Archaeology and 
Cultural Heritage Technical 
Report) 

Military and civil aviation Volume 2, Chapter 16 (Military and Volume 3, Appendix 16.1 
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Feedback Category Offshore EIAR Chapter Offshore Technical Appendix 

Civil Aviation) (Military and Civil Aviation 
Technical Report) 

Recreation Volume 2, Chapter 17 (Socio-
Economics, Tourism and 
Recreation) 

Volume 3, Appendix 17.1 
(Socioeconomics, Tourism and 
Recreation Technical Report) 

Socioeconomics and 
tourism 

Volume 2, Chapter 17 (Socio-
Economics, Tourism and 
Recreation) 

Volume 3, Appendix 17.1 
(Socioeconomics, Tourism and 
Recreation Technical Report) 

Climate change Volume 2, Chapter 18 (Climate) Volume 3, Appendix 18.1 
(Greenhouse Gas Technical 
Report) 

Infrastructure and other 
users 

Volume 2, Chapter 19 
(Infrastructure and Other Users) 

- 

Communications Volume 2, Chapter 19 
(Infrastructure and Other Users) 

- 

Major accidents and 
disasters 

Volume 2, Chapter 20 (Major 
Accidents and Disasters) 

- 

Offshore cumulative 
impacts 

All technical chapters Volume 3, Appendix 6.2 
(Offshore Cumulative Effects) 

Offshore transboundary 
impacts 

All technical chapters Volume 3, Appendix 6.3 
(Offshore Transboundary 
Effects) 

5.7.2. The consultation and feedback process for the Proposed Development is ongoing and will 

continue post-application, and through all stages of the Proposed Development in compliance 

with good practice and legislative requirements. 
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